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 and impressive volume is constructed from a number of speeches explaining
 the principles according to which he directed the defence establishment
 between 1961 and 1968. Robert Osgood, Director of the Washington
 Center of Foreign Policy Research, provides a complementary academic
 analysis of the meaning and functions of American alliances, and gives
 a useful conceptual framework for the study of recent diplomacy.

 McNamara rejects the concept of Fortress America as an unreal alter-
 native in a world so dangerous and volatile that the responsibilities of
 power must continually be exercised on behalf of collective defence and
 economic and social progress. In the absence of documentation his vision
 seems occasionally limited by conventional premises, as the assertion that
 the Soviet Union 'must carry a major share of the responsibility ' for the
 Arab-Israeli war of 1967 (p. 15), and that there was a 'Soviet master plan'
 for the exploitation of the immediate post-World War II situation (p. 33).
 However, he also rejects the view that the world must be made over in the
 American image, urges greater recognition of diversity, and projects an
 organic world in which many of the old labels that characterised the cold
 war are no longer relevant. Similarly, Osgood questions whether the
 present stage of 'polycentrism within bipolarity ' is anything more than
 'a transitional stage between an eroding bipolarity and some new, more

 pluralistic and loosely organized pattern of alliances' (p. 72).
 An impressive feature of McNamara's book is his realisation that

 security is as dependent upon domestic stability as external defence. A most
 interesting chapter is devoted to the educational and social programmes
 of the Department, particularly to Project 100,000, under which numbers
 of the ',opportunity-poor' (p. 131) were trained for productive employment
 in the civilian economy. The unequal distribution of wealth also com-
 plicates the global pattern of alliances, particularly in the Third World,
 and Osgood places considerable emphasis on the fact that economic survival
 may be a more influential determinant of policy than national status or
 aspirations towards military power.

 D. K. ADAMS.

 L'Empire Americain. By Claude Julien. Paris: Grasset. 1968. 416 pp.
 Bibliog. Index. 25 F.

 A BY-PRODUCT of increased U.S. intervention in the war in Vietnam has
 been a rash of books and tracts attacking the rationale of U.S. imperialism
 abroad. These have been of differing types; from the historical reinterpre-
 tations of John Gerassi and other members of the intellectual vanguard of
 the 'New Left' to the pragmatic political analyses of Senators Fulbright
 and McCarthy, from academic critiques of current diplomacy and foreign
 policy goals to journalistic exposes of the CIA and the 'military-industrial'
 complex. Most of this writing is American, and the primary feature of
 Julien's book is that it has a European perspective. Unfortunately Julien
 fails to exploit his 'detached' position and too often reiterates arguments
 already made with more clarity by others.

 This is not to say that the study is not stimulating, but it is repetitive both
 of familiar evidence and of the same evidence which is stated several times
 in the same book. Julien's thesis about the nature of U.S. imperialism is
 also a predetermined one, and this is unfortunate because the most valuable
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