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and Central America, East Asia) where Soviet agencies and the CIA have 
been especially active. 

OF PRISONS AND IDEAS. By Milovan Djilas. San Diego: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, 1986, 166 pp. $17.95. 

Yugoslavia's noted dissident, after four volumes of memoirs and numer 
ous other works, still has a message for the world in the form of these 
reflections on his experience in prisons under both royalist and communist 

governments and its relevance to the development of his ideas and spiritual 
life. He discourses on the power of ideas and the emptiness of ideology, on 
science and religion and politics, on human values and aspirations. One can 
read Djilas with an eye to his battle over the years with the Yugoslavian 
forms of Marxist orthodoxy?he is not sparing in his strictures on one 

party rule or the sham of "socialist self-management"?and one can also 
read him as a man who has searched for deeper truths. 

MODERN DICTATORS: THIRD WORLD RULERS, STRONGMEN, 
AND COUPMAKERS. By Barry Rubin. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1987, 
416 pp. $17.95. 

Barry Rubin casts his net over the entire Third World and, not surpris 
ingly, comes up with many dictators and very few democrats. He examines 
the character of these leaders and of the regimes they have created, as well 
as the conditions that have produced them. This task makes for a great 
deal of comparison, some of it rather strained, as he rambles over Asia, 
Africa and Latin America. As he is not a specialist on every country he 
covers, his book will provoke questions as to accuracy here and there, but 
in general he sees both Third World rulers and Western policies toward 
them with a keen and critical eye, and his text is refreshingly free of jargon. 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN WORLD POLITICS. By M. J. Peterson. 
Winchester (Mass.): Allen & Unwin, 1986, 320 pp. $35.00. 

The U.N. General Assembly certainly plays a smaller role than was 

envisaged by those who signed the Charter in 1945. The Third World 
coalition which has controlled its decisions since the mid-1960s passes 
innumerable resolutions but does not determine the structure or content 
of world politics. The assembly may talk about a new world order but does 
not create one. Ms. Peterson's study shows in meticulous detail, with 
illustrations from the lengthening historical record, just how the assembly 

worked in the past and how it works now. It is not exciting reading, but 
both for those who look to the assembly as the town meeting of the world 
and for those who dismiss it as an engine of propaganda, this book is a mine 
of information and a most useful analysis of what the U.N. is and what it is 
not. 

General: Military, Technological and Scientific 
Andrew J. Pierre 

BLUNDERING INTO DISASTER: SURVIVING THE FIRST CEN 
TURY OF THE NUCLEAR AGE. By Robert S. McNamara. New York: 
Pantheon, 1986, 212 pp. $14.95. 

Since leaving the World Bank six years ago, former Secretary of Defense 
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McNamara has promoted the cause, in an ever more passionate manner, of 
nuclear reductions and arms control. This book brings together many of 
his beliefs. The risk of nuclear war, he states, is growing: "We are on the 
verge of a dramatic escalation of the arms race?an escalation to levels that 
will be more and more difficult, if not impossible, to control." Nuclear 
warheads, he asserts, are not "usable" weapons; NATO should no longer 
base its policy on their potential first use. McNamara's argument is clear 
and concise, sometimes to the point of appearing simplistic. It will be 
compelling to those who share his world view, but certainly not to others? 
such as most of the officials currently dealing with defense in Washington, 
some of whom he targets with gusto. His heaviest salvo is launched against 
the advocates of the Strategic Defense Initiative, which he sees as funda 

mentally flawed and incompatible with arms control. Even for those who 
disagree, the thinking of such a seasoned practitioner, courageously stated, 
deserves respect. 

TO ARM A NATION: REBUILDING AMERICA'S ENDANGERED 
DEFENSES. By Richard Halloran. New York: Macmillan, 1986, 396 pp. 
$21.95. 

For some years the military correspondent of The New York Times, and 
coming from a military family, the author is very evidently at home with 
the armed forces. This makes his criticism all the more devastating. In his 
insider's account Halloran is sympathetic to the soldier in the field but finds 

much wrong in the Pentagon, both with the top brass and the political 
leadership. He advocates what he terms "bold changes" to include abolition 

of the Departments of the Army, Navy and Air Force and would regulate 
the defense industry as a public utility under the scrutiny of an independent 
commission like those watching trade or the securities market. Halloran at 
times overstates his case: Is it really true that the United States could not 
engage in combat on the level of Korea or Vietnam in either Central 

America or the Persian Gulf? Yet despite occasional lapses, this pungent 
book often hits its mark. 

DEEP BLACK: SPACE ESPIONAGE AND NATIONAL SECURITY. By 
William E. Burrows. New York: Random House, 1987, 401 pp. $19.95. 

An enormous amount of factual information, much of it hardly known, 
is packed into this thick book describing U.S. space intelligence gathering 

activities. Burrows, a journalist who has written on space and aviation for 
two decades, has clearly talked to many people and burrowed many facts. 

One feels overwhelmed by the data and impressed by the technical capabil 
ities this country has developed. There can be no question that various 
forms of "black" information play a major role in our evaluation of Soviet 

military capabilities as well as other worldwide activities. The National 
Reconnaissance Office which, it is said, officially does not exist, had a 
budget of $5 billion in 1985. Much of what is presented in this lively book 
will be useful to more analytically oriented scholars. 

THE MAKING OF THE ATOMIC BOMB. By Richard Rhodes. New 
York: Simon & Schuster, 1987, 886 pp. $22.95. 

This almost 900-page account of the Manhattan Project makes for a 
good read. At times it is gripping, with the human dimension, especially 
the hopes and fears of the scientists, portrayed in full color. Complex 
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