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 masses of declassified documents, particularly in
 Britain, Kyle provides a broad and excellent ac-
 count of Britain's declining position, with the
 Conservative government attempting to hold on to
 the old prestige and world power. British Prime
 Minister Eden, who broke his political back on the
 war he waged against Egypt, and in part, Foreign
 Minister Lloyd, saw in Egyptian President Nasser
 their main enemy. Nasser was given the blame for
 everything that went wrong for the British in the
 area. This view was shared by the French Socialist
 government: Nasser was like Hitler; and Britain
 and France would have to get rid of him before he
 could manage to control the whole Middle East.
 This was the lesson they all had learned from World
 War II. The Americans, on the other hand, also
 disliked Nasser, but saw the conflict from a differ-
 ent angle. The US view was that the conflict had
 to be solved by peaceful means. It was, however,
 easier for the USA to take such a stand, being less
 dependent on the Suez Canal for its trade and oil
 supplies. Kyle shows how the Americans and the
 British gradually drifted apart, and describes the
 path to the fatal decision taken by Britain and
 France, in conspiracy with Israel, to wage war
 against Egypt. Keith Kyle's book is the Suez book
 to read for a full account of the crisis, seen from
 the British angle. The 656 pages might seem a bit
 much, but this volume is absolutely worthwhile
 reading for those interested in the full complexity
 of the crisis.

 HHW

 Laidi, Zaki, ed., 1994. Power and Purpose after
 the Cold War. Centre National de la Recherche
 Scientifique (Centre d'Etudes et de Recherches
 Internationales). Paris: Berg. 213 pp.

 This book is one of many titles dealing with a
 world in transition after the end of the Cold War.
 This one, however, focuses on the consequences
 for power and meaning after the Cold War. Ac-
 cording to the authors, regionalism has triumphed
 over globalism without, however, creating any or-
 der or meaning of its own. The authors take up the
 regional impacts of the altered new world order
 under the following headings: power and purpose
 in the international system, the purpose of German
 power, the Japanese quest for legitimacy, the Mid-
 dle East after the Cold War and the Gulf War, the
 evolution of the International Trade Regime, the
 opening up of China, the meaning of prosperity in
 the Far East, the Inter-American System after the
 Cold War, and adjustment and conditionality in
 Africa. This volume presents a very informative
 framework for understanding today's international
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 order. It does not concentrate only on the Western
 hemisphere - Africa, the Far East and the Middle
 East are also included. But this is perhaps also a
 disadvantage. The book tends to be too ambitious
 in its struggle to inform the reader about the entire
 post-bipolar world order. Furthermore, the selec-
 tion of regional areas seems rather haphazard. It
 may well be that such a project must be selective
 if it is to succeed.
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 How do dissidents mobilize supporters, given that
 political action involves costs which it is much
 easier to let others bear? A massive extension of
 the rational choice approach to political decision-
 making, this book examines some 21 approaches to
 overcoming the obstacles to collective action. By
 setting up these approaches under the constraints
 of a relatively rigorous framework the author
 presents a set of fascinating analyses, cross-refer-
 enced to a mass of theoretical and empirical litera-
 ture. In his concluding section he looks at some
 criticisms of the collective action (CA) approach
 and agrees that it should take more account of the
 micro level (psychological dimensions of rational
 thinking) and macro level (sociological analysis of
 social structures). He argues that conflict studies
 enrich CA studies and vice versa, and if this book
 is an example, there is much to be said for that
 view. A companion book on The Cooperator's
 Dilemma is to follow. I found it very irritating that,
 in a book otherwise well-produced by the publisher,
 straight, 'typewriter' quotation marks are used
 throughout the text, though fortunately not in the
 title pages and running heads.

 ML

 McNamara, Robert S., with Brian VanDeMark,
 1995. In Retrospect: The Tragedy and Lessons of
 Vietnam. New York/Toronto: Times Books/Random
 House. 414 pp.

 Responding to a barrage of criticism, McNamara
 has explained that he had not written this book
 earlier because he 'did not have the wisdom then'.
 As for its relevance today, he has cited the need to
 counter the growing political cynicism that pre-
 vents leaders from admitting mistakes. This is a
 noble motive: but McNamara still fails to deliver
 a convincing argument that fear of admitting mis-
 takes was in fact the rationale for the US policy
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 towards Vietnam. McNamara portrays his own role
 as that of a moderator between the military and
 President Johnson. The fear that a communist take-
 over in South Vietnam would threaten vital US
 interests in South East Asia- as well as the Demo-

 cratic Party on the US mainland - was widespread
 in the Kennedy and Johnson Administrations. How-
 ever, there was an astonishing gap between policy
 objectives and the means available. Unsuccessful,
 amateurish, ineffective - thus the former Defense
 Secretary describes the US policy-making process.
 McNamara contrasts the Vietnam policy of the USA
 with the fine-tuned policy toward the Soviet Union
 during the same period, asserting that one reason
 for the lack of political finesse toward Vietnam
 was the lack of knowledge and understanding of
 the region. Yet lack of knowledge was only part of
 the problem: McNamara warned the President of
 the consequences of supporting the regime in South
 Vietnam, and the political impotence of the mili-
 tary campaign against the North, yet Johnson chose
 to remain on the course toward escalation. Loyal to
 Johnson, McNamara chose to stay on. By 1968,
 however, battle fatigue over Vietnam and over LBJ
 had worn him out and he left for the position of
 President in the World Bank. 'I do not know to
 this day whether I quit or was fired. Maybe it was
 both.' McNamara takes his share of this responsi-
 bility and he deserves credit for finally having come
 forth with his account of the events.

 OB

 Martin, Brian, 1993. Social Defence - Social
 Change. London: Freedom. 158 pp.

 Unlike Brian Martin's earlier work on social
 defense, this book is directed to an audience al-
 ready interested in the topic. Brian Martin is criti-
 cal of those (notably Gene Sharp, Adam Roberts,
 and Theodor Ebert) who advocate social defense as
 a means to protect the state and existing social
 structures, and argues for an alternative grassroots
 strategy. Seeking a 'top-down' implementation of
 social defense from policy-makers is both futile and
 less realistic. Despite research and government-
 sponsored reports and several successful campaigns
 and political regime changes waged by means of
 nonviolent action, no government has ever imple-
 mented large-scale social defense. The author ar-
 gues that social defense should be extended be-
 yond conventional foreign policy between states,
 and be used offensively to confront authoritarian
 regimes and abuses within other countries. Les-
 sons from the military coups on the Fiji Islands are
 reviewed, including the potential of possible ap-
 proaches such as short-wave radio. Brian Martin
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 rejects the idea that social defense can be employed
 as a universal method that can be used to promote
 any objective regardless of content. He claims that
 social defense by its nature approaches values such
 as consensus, equality, and democracy, which are,
 in turn, hard to reconcile with centralized rule and
 hierarchy. The question of whether nonviolent
 action is intrinsically positive is addressed. The case
 of the Finnish constitutionalists' struggle against
 Czarist Russia is often used as an example of
 nonviolent liberation struggle, whereas it is gener-
 ally ignored that also their opponent followed a
 largely nonviolent imperial policy. Much of the
 oppression and many of the structures of inequality
 found in the world today are also 'nonviolent' in
 the literal sense of the word. Martin's book en-
 courages reflection on social defense and nonvio-
 lence, and it is simultaneously a guide for action.
 It deserves to be read by all those interested in
 social defense and nonviolence.

 KSG

 Miall, Hugh, ed., 1994. Minority Rights in Eu-
 rope. New York: Council on Foreign Relations
 Press. 120 pp.

 From the Royal Institute of International Affairs,
 Hugh Miall continues to present very interesting
 papers related to Europe and its main political
 problems. This time he has coordinated the editing
 of several articles concerning minority rights. James
 Mayall discusses the clash between sovereignty and
 self-determination in the new international system
 after the Cold War. Patrick Thomberry examines
 the present legal status of minority rights, suggest-
 ing a framework for further legislation. In four
 chapters on minority rights in practice, Tom Hadden
 analyses Northern Ireland, arguing against commu-
 nal separation; Anthony Alcock presents the case
 of the German-speaking minority in South Tyrol as
 a successful example of minority protection achieved
 through more than 40 years of dialogue; Zoran Pajic
 argues that group identities in the former Yugosla-
 via have marginalized people of mixed backgrounds
 and those who refuse to accept an ethnic classifi-
 cation, pointing out that the only remedy to the
 current conflict is to give more importance to in-
 dividual rights; Hugh Poulton makes a similar point
 about the situation in Albania, Bulgaria, Greece,
 Kosovo and Macedonia. In the final two chapters,
 Klaus Schumann reviews the work of the Council
 of Europe, and Richard Dalton presents the CSCE
 and its work in relation to minorities throughout
 Europe. The various cases studied as well as the
 different points of view in relation to minority rights
 make this a recommended book for all those inter-
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