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 Book reviews

 pertinent as it would have if published when the creaky Soviet bloc looked secure for at least

 several more decades. The book now suffers, for example, from its relentless bipolar perspective.

 It is also, as the author admits, somewhat 'slim' (p. 4). It is short, reliant on few sources, and it

 lacks the historical depth of the work of those other grand old new thinkers on the US scene,

 George Kennan and McGeorge Bundy. Nevertheless, the book is still worth a skim, even if

 mainly to trace the direction of McNamara's exploration rather than the content of his policy

 prescriptions.

 The first half of the book consists of an interpretation of the Cold War. On its origins the

 former Secretary of Defense concludes that the problem arose more from the exigencies of the

 postwar situation than from Soviet expansionist drives. He now thinks that this was also the case

 later. The Cuban missile crisis, for example, is described as being the result of 'each leader, his

 associates and his people ... [being] captives of the gross misperceptions and deep-seated mistrust

 which underlay the Cold War' (p. Ioo). This is not to say that McNamara casts no blame. He

 puts more responsibility on the Soviet Union for the failure of detente in the I970S than on his

 own country (p. I77). And he is critical of aspects of US behaviour, such as Reagan's

 overspending and stridency in the I980s (pp. 83ff). US policy in Vietnam and Nicaragua is
 criticized, as well as Soviet activism in the Third World. The Cold War, he concludes, was

 survived at heavy cost. By the latter he means not only the financial and economic burdens but

 also the distortion of values entailed and the risk of destruction through nuclear war.

 The second half of the book addresses Gorbachev's 'new thinking' and the 'unprecedented

 opportunity' which McNamara believed had thereby been given to the West after I985 to end

 the Cold War (p. I07). If the West responded, he expected a synergism to develop. These

 arguments are convincing to this reviewer, but McNamara offers no new analyses; the arguments

 are significant more for their author than for their content. Europe, for example, tends to be

 ignored. McNamara does not seem to be aware of the influence of alternative security thinking

 in Western Europe on the Soviet advisers who helped shape Gorbachev's new thinking.

 McNamara's policy recommendations represent a familiar package to those who have

 followed the growth of new thinking in both East and West. They include such ideas as an
 expanded arms control agenda, codes of conduct, and significant defence budget reductions. But
 many of his recommendations come up against the problem of putting new thinking into

 practice in what is sometimes still an old world. His rather general comments about the Middle

 East fall into this category, particularly in the light of the recent flare-up in the Gulf. Within the

 limits of his slim volume, however, he does deal effectively with what he believed would be the

 major criticisms of his recommendations (chapter six).

 The context of East-West relations has changed significantly since McNamara finished writing

 his book. Parts of the Cold War still remain to be dismantled, however, but his book shows there

 are graduated and flexible thinkers in the United States to face up to this task. I for one look

 forward to 'McNamara Phenomenon III', to see how the plot develops in the further

 emancipation of the nuclear statistician into the new thinker about global security.

 Ken Booth, University College of Wales, Aberystwyth

 Canadian oceans policy: national strategies and the new Law of the Sea. Edited by

 Donald McRae and Gordon Munro. Vancouver, London: University of British Columbia

 Press. I989. 268pp. Q40.50. ISBN 0 7748 0339 8.

 Canada has the longest coastline of any country in the world, a vast and environmentally sensitive

 Arctic area, and is the world's biggest exporter of fisheries products. Canadian oceans policy is an

 excellent book, composed of high-quality scholarly essays with a wide sweep of subject-matter.

 It derives from the proceedings of a March I988 workshop sponsored by the University of British

 Columbia's Ocean Studies Council and its Institute of National Relations to test the 'adequacy'

 of Canadian responses to the new ocean regime established at UNCLOS III, a regime by which

 Canada arguably gained more than any other state. Many of the participants were actively

 involved at UNCLOS III, and the book makes a very fitting sequel to BarbaraJohnston and Mark
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