
Pacific Aflairs 

Today, even from the point of view of self-interest, the peoples comprising 
the various nations have much to gain by a sacrifice of a measure of independent 
action, since customary methods of attaining security are largely illusory and, 
even if still partially effective for the great powers, can ensure survival only at 
tremendous cost to all concerned. 

Sydney, July I946 GORDON GREENWOOD 

THE ABSOLUTE WEAPON. Edited by Bernard Brodie. New York: 
Harcourt, Brace. 1946. pp. 203. $2.00. 

I SHOULD LIKE to feel certain that this small volume, which deals so 
ably with the subject "Atomic Power and World Order", will be read by all 
statesmen and others upon whose work and decisions, over the next few years, 
will depend the peace of the world. It is written by five members of the Yale 
Institute of International Studies under the editorship of one of them, Bernard 
Brodie, an authority on modern armaments. 

In a clear and concise introduction Frederick S. Dunn highlights the revo- 
lutionary changes necessary to accommodate our thinking of pre-atomic days 
to the advent of this terrible new weapon which could, and probably would, 
annihilate both victor and vanquished in another war. 

Mr. Brodie divides into two sections a comprehensive chapter entitled 
"The Weapon". In one, "War in the Atomic Age", he discusses very realis- 
tically, the effect of the bomb on the character of war. In the other, "Implica- 
tions for Military Policy", he goes into problems of attack and defence and 
stresses the fact that "military authorities will have to bestir themselves to a 
wholly unprecedented degree in revising military concepts inherited from the 
past". So far he sees no evidence that American military authorities have 
begun really to think in terms of atomic warfare. Mr. Brodie also outlines the 
possibilities of defence against this new weapon. 

Part Two of the book is devoted to the political consequences of this fright- 
ening discovery, and under the heading "The Atomic Bomb in Soviet- 
American Relations" Arnold Wolfers contributes a most realistic chapter 
discussing changes wrought by the bomb in the problem of peace between 
Russia and America and its possible effect on Russian policy in China and 
elsewhere. In his chapter, "The Effect on International Organization", Percy 
E. Corbett deals with his subject with a thoroughness and competence that 
makes compelling reading. William T. R. Fox closes the symposium with 
"International Control of Atomic Weapons", in which he discusses the pros 
and cons of world government and the necessity for finding solutions to 
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transitional problems rather than attempting now to set up the ultimate shape 
of things to come. 

This is a constructive book which should be widely read; its reading by 
the right people might help to clarify their minds and thus avoid further 
misery to those millions, particularly in the Far East, who suffer so terribly 
now, largely because the Great Powers fear and distrust one another. 

Toronto, August I946 R. G. CAVELL 

AMERICANS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY: A STUDY OF ASSIMILATION IN 

THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY. By Forrest E. La Violette. Toronto: Cana- 
dian Institute of International Affairs. 1945. pp. xi+i85. $2.50. 

THE CANADIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS is to be 
commended for sponsoring this study of Japanese-Americans, and for having 
secured in Professor LaViolette a sociologist who has studied the assimilative 
process in Canada as well as in the United States. Whenever a similar study is 
made of Japanese-Canadians, this volume will provide an excellent basis for 
comparison. The book deals with the major factors which condition American- 
ization: the family system, community organizations, the occupational problem, 
marriage customs, political affiliation, and attitudes of the white majority. 

In certain respects, it brings up to date the standard volume in this field 
(Edward K. Strong, Jr., The Second-Generation Japanese Problem, I934), for 
Dr. LaViolette's data were gathered between I934 and I940. It emphasizes 
the psychological factors which lie at the heart of assimilation into American 
society. It draws freely on the life-history and opinion documents gathered 
by the Survey of Race Relations (I924-25). It stresses the resistance to American- 
ization exerted by the social heritage embodied in parental control over the 
nisei (American-born persons of Japanese ancestry). It throws new light on 
the contrasting relations of the nisei and issei (elder generation) with organized 
labor. It gives due attention to the early period of the Japanese American 
Citizens League, which has been growing in importance since the wartime 
evacuation from the West Coast. 

The sharp clash of ideas between immigrant parents and their children 
which has characterized families of European stock in the United States is 
shown to obtain also between the issei and their nisei children. Among the 
chief points of disagreement are marriage by arrangement vs. free selection, 
employment of money and leisure in the American way vs. the Japanese way, 
loyalty to America alone vs. loyalty to America and Japan, the American vs. 
the Japanese ideal of womanhood, etc. 
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