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 action and the construction of black housing projects such as the Whitman Park
 complex.

 For the period prior to World War II, Luconi's "delayed assimilation" thesis has
 considerable merit. He provides a useful corrective to glib generalizations about the
 gradual "whitening" of European immigrants in the nineteenth and early twentieth
 centuries. As late as 1945, there was little evidence of antiblack hostility among
 Philadelphia Italians, who themselves experienced considerable racial antipathy from
 other "white" groups, especially the Irish. While Luconi examines many aspects of
 community life, however, important areas remain largely unex-plored. Despite a
 cursory discussion of immigrant occupations, for example, he makes no attempt to
 systematically trace Italian American job structure. Beyond the issue of unionization
 per se, there is evidence that the second generation was beginning to move into
 white-collar jobs that brought them in contact with non-Italians, not only at work
 but outside the workplace.

 A more glaring omission is the author's failure to assess the degree to which the
 evolving status of Italian women affected group identity. It may be, of course, that
 the role of Italian women as "custodians of culture" remained fundamentally
 unchanged. But that must be demonstrated, not assumed. Luconi's examination of
 the post-1940 period is inadequate. His discussion of World War II?which most
 historians see as an important Americanizing experience?is weak, and election data
 for the late 1940s and 1950s measures only one aspect of ethnic identity. After
 1945, increasing levels of formal education among younger Italian Americans and
 the movement of Italian women into work outside the home may have significantly
 altered ethnic consciousness. These long-term structural changes probably were
 more important in shaping a pan-ethnic identity than any reaction against
 affirmative action.

 Despite these limitations, Luconi's study raises important questions about how
 ethnic groups evolve and adapt over time. This wide-ranging community history
 should be of interest not only to specialists in Italian American history, but to
 historians of ethnicity in general.

 Temple University  Kenneth L. Kusmer

 Wilsons Ghost: Reducing the Risk of Conflict, Killing, and Catastrophe in the
 Twenty-First Century. By ROBERT S. McNAMARA and JAMES G. BLIGHT.
 (New York: Public Affairs, 2001. xvi, 270p. Notes, index. $24.)

 If the world does not find a better way to deal with international conflicts, said

 Woodrow Wilson in 1919, "there will come some time, in the vengeful Providence
 of God, another war, in which not a few hundred thousand . . . will have to die, but
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 . . . many millions. . . ." That gloomy prediction, say Robert McNamara and James
 Blight, has proved all too accurate. In the bloody twentieth century 160 million
 people died in wars and other conflicts, while there still drifts over us all the specter
 of a nuclear war that would almost certainly end civilization. Neither the horrors of
 a Second World War nor the terrors of nuclear stalemate during the Cold War have
 led the world to adopt effective measures to stop the killing, and in some ways, the
 risks of the post-Cold War world are even greater now than before the collapse of
 the Soviet Union.

 Wilson thought he knew how to reduce the danger, and the authors believe he
 was partly?but only pardy?correct. "Wilson's ghost" is the vision of collective
 international action to mitigate conflict, but it is also the nightmare of national self

 determination that has brought so much death and sorrow to the world. What we
 must have if the twenty-first century is not to be even more catastrophic,
 McNamara and Blight argue, is an American foreign policy that builds on Wilson's
 vision but avoids his mistakes.

 Their agenda is easy to state but difficult to achieve. It includes two
 "imperatives": adopting as a major goal of American foreign policy the avoidance of
 the carnage of the twentieth century, and an absolute commitment on the part of the

 United States that while it will provide leadership, it will never, except in response
 to a direct attack, use its power except in collaboration with other nations. More

 specifically, they call for a serious effort to achieve an empathetic understanding of
 the needs and desires of Russia and China to reduce their sense of isolation and

 threat and to begin to build a genuine basis for multilateral cooperation. They
 contend that civil conflict in failed murderous states represents a threat to world

 peace that justifies and even requires foreign intervention to reestablish order?
 provided that such intervention is always collective. And they argue that since
 nuclear weapons have no military value except as a deterrent, and since proliferation
 vastly increases the risk that they will be used, it must be American policy to move
 as rapidly as possible toward a nuclear-weapons-free world.

 It may be, McNamara and Blight concede, that the United States is a benevolent
 hegemon in the post-Cold War world, but other nations do not always believe that,
 and sooner or later they will, individually and collectively, resist American policies.
 In the end, Ajnerican power, great as it is, cannot control the world unilaterally. The

 only alternative to war and chaos is frustrating and imperfect multilateralism. That
 was the argument Woodrow Wilson made to the United States Senate in 1919, and
 it led to the rejection of the Treaty of Versailles. There is little likelihood that a
 post-9/11 United States will adopt McNamara and Blight's recommendations,
 although many of the events of recent months bear out their conclusions. As the
 "smart bombs" blast the caves of terrorists, it is easy to ignore their warning.

 This is a passionate, eloquent, and lucidly argued book that uses history to
 illuminate the present. The problems that Wilson tried to address have not dis
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 appeared, and no better solution than his has yet been found. We may for a time
 delude ourselves that the United States can control the world, but as McNamara and

 Blight argue, so long as we ignore Wilson's ghost, millions of people will continue
 to die.

 University of South Carolina  Kendrick A. Clements

 The Eternal Frontier: An Ecological History of North America and Its Peoples. By
 TIM FLANNERY. (New York: Adantic Monthly Press, 2001. 404p. Illustrations,
 notes, bibliography, index. $27.50.)

 "Frontier" and "ecology" are ideas that do not seem to blend well at first taste. A
 "frontier" conveys the idea of human participation, that there is an edge to the realm

 of familiarity?the deep frontier of the oceans, and the high frontier of space. We
 equate the American frontier with frontiersmen, wagons west, and railroads?
 compelling and ravaging human adventures. But an "eternal" frontier removes its
 traditional geographic constraints to impose a temporal aspect. It stabilizes the
 geographic framework and allows the events and participants within it to alter what
 is meant by the frontier. "Ecology," too, conveys multiple ideas. It is "green," a
 landscape of water, air, plants, and beasts including humans; and it is "gray," a

 warped dimension of understanding that takes account of the bits and pieces of a
 wasted fossil landscape, an attempt to reconstruct a former world trashed by time
 to sediment.

 Flannery's North American history begins with a bang, literally: the crystalizing
 impact of a huge meteor that demolished the Yucatan 65 million years ago,
 changing life as it was then known. It is this moment that Flannery takes as the
 turning point of North American ecology, an improbably random event that (for
 example) just as improbably populated North America with indigenous horses and
 hippopotomuses, and, for better or worse, created the modern American economy.
 This is an ecological version of Connections (1978), James Burke's monumental
 exercise in linkages.

 What is unsettling about Flannery's eternal frontier is its eternal perspective. I
 have not before encountered an author who, in a book-length breath, takes on a
 sizable segment of paleontology of the Tertiary and Quaternary Periods; then,
 unstopped by the traditional boundary of continental ice sheets and the arrival of
 humans, turns headlong into a commentary on the evolving social structure of a
 "civilized" world as a part of North American ecology, and heads toward the end to
 such ecological plights as Grand Canyon feral burros and the return of near-extinct
 California condors to the skies over the canyon. I was, frankly, at once taken aback
 and taken ahead. I was bewildered by the mix of such "apples and oranges," and
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