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 launch initiatives without congressional participation and the lack of
 centralized authority and general disorderliness of Congress. The histori
 cal sections contain familiar material, but the discussion of the last 15 years
 is rich with specific detail.

 SHARING WORLD LEADERSHIP? A NEW ERA FOR AMERICA AND
 JAPAN. Edited by John H. Makin and Donald C. Hellmann. Washington:
 American Enterprise Institute, 1989, 274 pp. $24.95.

 The tone of these essays is hortatory and the primary focus is on
 security. Two messages stand out: the most critical issue in U.S. foreign
 policy is the relationship with Japan, and the United States must take the
 initiative in reshaping relations with Japan in the direction of a more equal
 alliance. The book also misinterprets and then challenges the ideas of Paul
 Kennedy concerning the relative decline of American power.
 OUT OF THE COLD: NEW THINKING FOR AMERICAN FOREIGN
 AND DEFENSE POLICY IN THE 21st CENTURY. By Robert S. McNa
 mara. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1989, 233 pp. $18.95.

 Robert McNamara served as secretary of defense during the Kennedy
 and most of the Johnson administrations. In the two decades since he left
 the Pentagon he has been consistently thoughtful and constructively critical
 about past American behavior, including his own, and about prospects for
 the future. In this volume he succinctly describes how the cold war
 distorted both American and Soviet values; he describes Gorbachev's "new
 thinking" and pronounces it genuine, and argues that the West can respond

 more creatively and without undue risk even should Gorbachev fail.

 AMERICA AT CENTURY'S END. By James Schlesinger. New York:
 Columbia University Press, 1989, 113 pp. $18.95.

 This essay contemplates the tension between the inefficiency and disor
 der that is a consequence of a free, democratic society and the need,
 especially in foreign policy, for stability and continuity. Schlesinger advo
 cates such good things as more talented public servants and greater
 discipline and realism in facing the nation's problems. He is optimistic
 about the future.

 ROOSEVELT & HITLER: PRELUDE TO WAR. By Robert Edwin
 Herzstein. New York: Paragon House, 1989, 420 pp. $24.95.

 The value of this book lies in its detailed description of the failed Nazi
 efforts, overt and covert, to influence American opinion in the years
 1933-41. The treatment of FDR's policies, while sound, is less original.

 CONFESSIONS OF AN ORIGINAL SINNER. By John Lukacs. New
 York: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1989, 331 pp. $18.95.

 This commentary on the intellectual history of twentieth-century Eu
 rope and America, cast in the form of autobiography by a Hungarian-born
 historian who came to the United States immediately after World War II,
 is beautifully written. It reflects the author's independent conservatism and
 his conviction that ideas count, that they shape material conditions rather
 than standing as mere emanations of those conditions.

 PATTERN OF CIRCLES: AN AMBASSADOR'S STORY. By John E.
 Dolibois. Kent (OH): Kent State University Press, 1989, 314 pp. $24.00.
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