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 percentage of the overall costs. Present management has to work very hard to earn the keep of the

 Wilton Park Agency which came into being in I991 but no longer has one primary paymaster
 glowering over their shoulders. This is an arrangement more easily coupled with the concept of
 academic freedom, especially in an era when academia has become all too used to the idea of
 having to earn its keep. So Mayne is able to conclude his chronicle of heights and depths and
 many twists and turns on an upbeat note, and to restate as equally valid in 2003 as in 1946 Wilton
 Park's 'revolutionary' purpose': 'to turn ignorance into understanding, prejudice into apprecia-
 tion, suspicion and hatred into respect and trust'.

 Robert Alston

 Britain, Nasser and the balance of power in the Middle East I952-I967. By Robert
 McNamara. London: Frank Cass. 2003. 308pp. Index. ?39.50. ISBN O 7146 5397 7.

 For a start, this is not a further last reminiscence of a former US Secretary of Defence but the

 converted doctoral thesis of a lecturer at the National University of Ireland at Maynooth. He
 opens with an adequate summary of the Nasser revolution in Egypt and the subsequent Suez crisis

 of 1956, but the book really gets into its stride with the post-Suez era when the author, handling
 a mass of mainly British and American documents, displays considerable skill in developing the
 narrative thrust which carries the story through many complex twists and turns of fortune.

 In 1957 Harold Macmillan thought he could carry on almost as if Suez had not happened and

 Britain had remained a major player in the region. President Eisenhower the while continued to
 be polite to his old wartime comrade without ever giving much away that could be interpreted as

 endorsing colonialism. He and his Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, wanted to pursue an
 anti-communist line and Macmillan wished to pursue an anti-Nasserite one and to the degree that
 these two objectives seemed for all practical purposes to coincide there was apparent harmony
 between London and Washington. At times there would even appear to be a switching of roles.
 The trouble, as McNamara's carefully sequenced account discloses, lay with Macmillan's
 celebrated 'Facts, dear boy'. The truth was that, for all of Khrushchev's dealings with Nasser-the
 arms sales and the help over the Aswan Dam-it was the Nasserites who were the main rivals to
 Marxists in the Middle East and vice versa.

 Syria's union with Egypt in February 1958 was a pre-emptive move by anti-communists
 alarmed by the prospect of a communist takeover; conversely, the overthrow of the Hashemite

 dynasty and Nasser's bete noire Nuri es-Said in July 1958 was a victory for the communist-
 supported General Qasim which brought no joy to Nasser. Interestingly enough it appears from
 McNamara's research that the British, being well aware of this, rather swiftly wiped away the tears

 shed for their Iraqi friends and attempted with minimum delay to build a relationship with the
 new regime in Baghdad. They had, it seems, been becoming increasingly disillusioned with Nuri
 who since the formation of his union with Jordan had been showing an unhealthy interest in
 Kuwait. When in 1961 Kuwait again felt itself threatened by Iraq to the extent of inviting Britain

 to land troops there, Macmillan was pleased enough to extract them when, courtesy of Nasser,
 Arab League forces arrived as replacements.

 Perhaps the most remarkable document unearthed by the author is a Middle East assessment of

 28 July I958 by the usually cautious British Chiefs of Staff (pp. 138-4I). This reads more like a
 memorandum from the American neo-conservatives of 2003. It argues that as this was the last
 opportunity Britain and the United States would have of threatening force without attracting a
 military response from Russia they should use it to break Nasser's leadership of Arab nationalism,

 establish an international authority for the Suez Canal and guarantee the unimpeded supply of oil.

 Otherwise all Britain's dominoes would fall, even including the ability to recruit Gurkhas in
 Nepal. This agenda was not what the Americans of that era were proposing to follow.
 Washington was distinctly unhappy when, following a Nasserite coup against the Imam of Yemen,
 the British Ministry of Defence led by Peter Thorneycroft showed considerable zeal for
 unconventional warfare and arms supply in aid of the Imam (pp. 195-6).
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 The British of course were thinking of the defence of Aden and of the South Arabian
 Federation which they were attempting to construct around it. But it was typical of the way
 external calculations were mocked by events that when in 1968 the British finally decided to hand

 over power in Aden the dreaded Egyptian surrogates were swiftly wiped out by the Marxists,
 who once again showed themselves to be the most efficient barrier to Nasser's pre-eminence. In

 two chapters dealing with Britain's relationship to the buildup to the Six-Day War, McNamara
 traces the process whereby George Brown's resolve to make a decisive break from anti-Nasser
 policies ended up with him seeking to organize an international naval force to hold open the
 Straits of Tiran which Nasser was committed to keeping shut to Israeli traffic.

 Unhappily this book, with its many good qualities, is marred by a distressingly large number of

 errors, as if the moment the author lifted his eyes off the documents his vision of the era he is

 describing became blurred. Nasser became President of Egypt in June 1956 not in 1954 (pp. 25-
 6); Eden did not 'move an increasingly out-of-depth Butler to the Home Office' (p. 44) but did
 move him to the leadership of the House of Commons; Aneurin Bevan was not the Shadow
 Foreign Secretary at the time of Suez (Alf Robens, rather implausibly, was and Bevan was
 Shadow Colonial Secretary) (p. 50); Ralph Murphy was not the US Under-Secretary of State but

 the Deputy Under-Secretary (p. 50); Lester Pearson was not the Canadian Prime Minister
 (though he was later) but the Secretary for External Affairs (p. 52); the reference to 'the Imam's
 tyrannical rule in North Yemen' followed immediately by an account of the overthrow of Imam

 Badr is without mention of the fact that Badr had been in power for less than a week (p. 128); Sir
 Harold Beeley, the highly regarded British ambassador in Cairo, did not depart to a new posting

 but at 60 he hit the Foreign Office's strict retirement buffers (p. 200); Moise Tshombe became
 Prime Minister, not President, of the Congo in I964 (p. 212); and the well-known Sunday Times
 writerJames Margach makes a strange appearance as 'James Morchach' (p. 221).

 Any of the above, taken individually, might be thought too trivial to note in a review but
 taken together, in what was originally a doctoral thesis, they do raise questions about the author's
 academic supervisor and his examiners, let alone his publisher.

 Keith Kyle

 Stalin's holy war: religion, nationalism, and alliance politics, 1941-1945. By Steven
 Merritt Miner. Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press. 2003. 407 pp. Index.
 $42.95. ISBN 0 8078 2736 3.

 In Stalin's holy war, Miner probes the role of religion in Soviet history and the unique ways in
 which it reinforced Russian nationalism, particularly during the Second World War. A professor
 of history at Ohio University (Athens, Ohio), Miner believes scholars have neglected the study of
 religion and specifically the Russian Orthodox Church, usually mentioning the latter in passing as

 one of the many institutions victimized by the communists. In fact, Miner writes in clinical
 metaphor, 'the history of religion in the USSR is more like the barium cocktail that a patient
 swallows before undergoing a body scan. By tracing the circulation of religious issues through the

 body politic of the Soviet Union, the historian can view more clearly how the Communist
 system operated on any number of levels. Because so many millions of common people retained
 their beliefs, and religious questions circulated through the major arteries as well as the veins and

 capillaries of Soviet life, a focus on religion provides the historian with an excellent, yet neglected,

 analytical tool' (p. 4). Despite decades of ruthless atheistic campaigns and Stalin's dominating
 personality, religion remained a powerful force in Soviet life. By the Second World War, the
 Kremlin decided to unleash, not suppress, it. Miner's key argument is that Stalin decided to use
 the church, especially to restore the Patriarchate in September 1943 as a functioning institution,
 not to woo the Allies just before the Tehran Conference, as authors Volkogonov and Medvedev
 have claimed, but primarily as a way to re-establish Soviet power in non-Russian areas formerly
 occupied by the Germans, where the 'anti-Soviet nationalists and guerrillas resisted the Red
 Army, often supported by local clerics' (p. 12). If the purpose of reviving the Patriarchate had
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